
October 22, 2008: Rodriguez to Appear at Teens in Driver Seat Summit 

  

  San Antonio, TX - Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) will address attendees at the
opening of the Teens in the Driver Seat Summit, a gathering of some 200 teen leaders and
safety professionals, at 10 a.m., Friday, October 24 at the University of Texas at San Antonio.
The Oct. 24-25 summit marks the end of National Teen Driver Safety Week.   

  

  Rodriguez secured $343,000 in funding to expand the Teens in the Driver Seat (TDS) program
in Texas. The program is America's first peer-to-peer safety program for young drivers. About
6,000 teens die each year in crashes, which is the leading cause of death for this age group.
This summit will provide a forum to promote better understanding of the causes of the crashes
and to directly involve young people in helping to curb the problem.  

  

  The most recent federal statistics show the number of fatalities among 13-19 year-old drivers
and passengers in Texas is down from 549 in 2002 to 424 in 2006. The decline of 125 deaths,
or 22.8 percent, is the highest total decrease in the U.S., the largest percentage drop among the
nation's biggest states and nearly twice the national average of 12.4 percent. Along with the
enactment of a graduated driver licensing (GDL) law, which put restrictions on novice drivers
during the first six months that they held a license, TDS has played a major role in the decline.  

  

  &quot;Much is made of the negative role of peer pressure in the lives of young people,
Rodriguez said. &quot;But, in this instance, peer pressure has had a positive impact. Program
participants have taken the initiative and gotten behind the wheel to drive the message of driver
safety home to their peers.&quot;  

  

  WHO: Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23)  

  

  WHAT: Discusses teen driver safety  

  

  WHEN: Friday, October 24, 2008, 10:00 a.m.  

  

  WHERE: UTSA 1604 Campus  
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  UC Phase II  

  

  Pecan Room (UC 2.01.26)  
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